[Early complications of extracorporeal rewarming].
Application of appropriate method of rewarming is the key issue in the management of hypothermia. Severely hypothermic, life-threatened patients require advanced extracorporeal rewarming. Such procedure is not free of possible complications, yet, if the qualification for extracorporeal rewarming is correct, it guarantees restoration of hemodynamic stability, and what is the most important, leads to full neurologic recovery, even with long resuscitation times. The summary of complications observed during extracorporeal rewarming with ECMO in severely hypothermic patients and analysis of their prevalence in managed group. Presentation of possible etiology and means of prevention of anticipated complications and suggested strategies of their treatment. Retrospective analysis of medical records of all 33 patients with severe accidental hypothermia, accepted for extracorporeal rewarming with venoarterial ECMO. Based on reviewed medical records of severely hypothermic patients subjected to extracorporeal rewarming it was possible to identify these complications of management, that are hypothermia related, and which are not to be seen in patients treated with ECMO for other reasons.